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Sepang kini hampiri zon merah

Shah Alam: Sepang menghampiri zon merah apabila
merekodkan 40 kes aktif Covid-19 kelmarin berbanding
11 kes sebelumnya.

Berdasarkan maklumat dikongsi Pasukan Petugas
Pencegahan Covid-19 Selangor (STFC) di laman web
amirudinshari.com, peningkatan mendadak itu berikutan
pertambahan 29 kes baharu di mukim Labu.

STFC turut memaklumkan, secara keseluruhannya 53 kes
baharu direkodkan di Selangor menjadikan jumlah terkini 1,829
kes setakat 12 tengah hari kelmarin.

“Selangor mencatatkan peningkatan kes positif baharu
selama empat hari berturut-turut.

“Harus diingatkan bahawa tiada lagi kelonggaran Aidilfitri
pada hari ini (semalam) dan warga Selangor diminta untuk
patuh Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Bersyarat Diubahsuai
(PKPBD) sepenuhnya,” katanya.
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» [
WITH the spike in Covid-19 cases
among undocumented migrants in Malaysia,
two more facilities aside from MAEPS
in Serdang will be opened up to treat them.
Those found negative after testing will be deported.

» REPORTS ON PAGES 2-4
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SPIKE IN COVID-19 CASES

GOVT TO OPEN
TWO MORE
MAKESHIFT
HOSPITALS

KLH maternity ward
and former leprosy
hospital in Sungai
Buloh to quarantine
and treat migrants
VEENA BABULAL

KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE government has
ramped up efforts to
tackle the spiralling
number of Covid-19 cas-
es among undocumented immi-
grants in detention with a slew of
measures, including opening up
two more hospitals for the group.

Defence Minister Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob said the
government had identified two
more facilities for conversion in-
to makeshift hospitals to treat
and quarantine immigrants.

“We were concerned that there
would not be enough hospitals to
treat them. The MAEPS (Malaysia
Agro Exposition Park Serdang)
makeshift hospital can support
about 600 patients, so we decided
to add more makeshift facilities to
treat the (migrant) workers.

“We will use the Kuala Lumpur
Hospital maternity ward building
and the former leprosy hospital in
Sungai Buloh for this purpose,” he
told a press conference yesterday.

He said for now, all the treat-
ment facilities, including MAEPS,
could support up to 1,430 pa-
tients.

“We are confident that these fa-
cilities can support their treat-
ment if there is a spike in cases
among the (migrant) community.”

Malaysia's Covid-19 cases saw a
sharp increase in the last two
days, mostly involving immi-
grants held in detention in three
Immigration Department depots,
namely the Kuala Lumpur Inter-
national Airport, Bukit Jalil and
Semenyih depots.

Ismail Sabri said Malaysia
would deport all undocumented
workers who tested negative for

Covid-19 to their home countries.

He said the decision was made
at a special inter-ministerial
meeting on the management of
undocumented workers that he
chaired yesterday.

“We also agreed that all undoc-
umented migrants in depots that
have Covid-19-positive detainees
have to be screened. Those who
test positive will be sent to MAEPS
for treatment.

“As soon as they test negative
following their quarantine, tests
and treatment at MAEPS, they
must be sent back to their home
countries.”

He said Wisma Putra had been
asked to engage its counterparts
in the countries involved and for-
eign missions in Malaysia so that
Malaysia could help them in the
repatriation exercise.

Ismail Sabri said the workers
would be screened before they
were deported.

He said the government made
the decision after Malaysia record-
ed a staggering rise of 172 Covid-19
cases on Monday, breaking the 21-
day streak of only double-digit in-
creases. Of the total, only eight
cases involved Malaysians, with
the rest being foreigners, mostly
undocumented workers held in
the Immigration depots.

Ismail Sabri said all officers and
support staff, such as food sup-
pliers, in depots nationwide would
undergo mandatory screenings.

He said anyone linked to the
three detention depots would
have to undergo a swab test,
adding that all officers tested so
far had come out negative.

On Monday, the Health Ministry
said 227 cases were linked to the
three detention depots involving
undocumented migrants, with
those from Bangladesh recording
the highest number at 53 cases.

The rest of the cases involved
migrants from India (41), Indone-
sia (38), Myanmar (37), Pakistan
(28), China (17), Cambodia (four),
Nepal (three), Sri Lanka (two) and
one each from the Philippines,
Libya, Egypt and Syria.

Ismail Sabri said the govern-
ment would not bow to critics

Health workers, with the help of
policemen, taking workers from a
construction site in Kuala Lumpur
to a quarantine centre yesterday.
BERNAMA PIC

who slammed it for rounding up
undocumented workers.

“Firstly, they were caught be-
cause under the law, they cannot
be in our country without valid
papers. Secondly, they should be
grateful because if the workers
are not caught they would be
spreading it (Covid-19) to our in-
nocent citizens.

“If they meet you (detractors),
won't they give you Covid-197 We
need to look after the needs of the
majority of Malaysians who are
complying with the Movement
Control Order. We can't allow
them tostay here by using human
rights and freedom as an excuse.

“Our actions are to safeguard
the interests and safety of our
people.”

Human rights groups had
slammed the government for
stepping up enforcement during
the pandemic, saying that the
move was counterproductive and
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would force undocumented mi-
grants into hiding, which could
worsen the spread of Covid-19.

Ismail Sabri also addressed the
issue of cramped foreign workers’
quarters being a hotbed for Covid-
19 infection.

He said the Human Resources
Ministry was expected to an-
nounce amendments to the Work-
ers’ Minimum Standards of Hous-
ing and Amenities Act 1990 on
foreign workers’ housing.

He said the amendment was
made in 2019, but had vet to be
implemented.

“It calculates floor space against
the number of workers living
there. I was made to understand
that tomorrow (today), the human
resources minister will announce
the amendments.

“We have discussed this with
the cabinet committee that I
chaired and it has been approved
during a special meeting. We
have tabled a lot of policies re-
garding foreign workers and if
the cabinet approves them, [ will
make more announcements.”
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187 new virus cases comprise mostly migrants

KUALA LUMPUR: The number of
new Covid-19 cases hit three dig-
its again yesterday, with 187 new
cases, a majority of whom in-
volved migrant workers.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
cramped living conditions and
poor hygiene were the main caus-
es of infection among foreign
workers.

Speaking at his daily press con-
ference yesterday, he said of the
187 cases, 10 were imported cases

stood at 1,448, with all patients
isolated and treated.

Dr Noor Hisham said eight pa-
tients were being treated in the
Intensive Care Unit, with five re-
quiring breathing assistance.

He said 88 cases were detected
at three construction site clusters
involving foreign workers, as well
as one Malaysian.

He said out of 488 samples taken
from a Kuala Lumpur construc-
tion site cluster, 31 tested positive,
involving 29 Bangladeshis and two

involving seven Malaysians and
three permanent residents and
spouses of Malaysians.

The other 177 cases involved lo-
cal transmissions, including 173
foreigners. Of these, 155 were de-
tected at the Bukit Jalil Immigra-
tion Department detention cen-
tre, while 13 were from the Cheras
security guard cluster.

The number of active cases now

Ind ian workers.

For the Setia Alam construction
site cluster, 91 samples were tak-
en and 13 tested positive, all
Bangladeshi workers. For the
Kuala Lumpur 2 construction site
cluster, 350 samples were taken
and 44 tested positive, involving
34 Bangladeshis, nine Indone-
sians and one Malaysian.

Dr Noor Hisham said the three

clusters were detected following
the mandatory Covid-19 screening
for foreign construction workers
in red zones in Selangor and Kuala
Lumpur as required by the Na-
tional Security Council during the
Movement Control Order (MCO).

He said 27,383 construction
workers had been screened by
their respective employers so far.

“The Kuala Lumpur and Putra-
jaya Health Departments ordered
the closure of the Kuala Lumpur 2
construction site and its kongsi.”

He said sanitisation and disin-
fection work at the construction
site and kongsi was being carried
out.

He said employers should be
responsible and educate their
workers on hygienic practices
and ensure that standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) were
practised at the workplace and
at workers' accommodations to

reduce the risk of infections.

He urged employers to ensure
that beds were Im to 2m apart,
avoid food preparation and con-
sumption in large groups, avoid
crowding in leisure spaces and
ensure that the accommodation,
toilets and its surrounding areas
were cleaned and sanitised.

“Our efforts to fight Covid-19
will be in vain unless there is com-
pliance with SOPs at the work-
place and accommodation. Ef-
forts to resolve the issue of the
living conditions of foreign work-
ers need the cooperation of all
parties and must be done holis-
tically and comprehensively,

“The order from the council for
all foreign construction workers
in Selangor and Kuala Lumpur to
be screened is a precautionary
measure to ensure the status of
their health before they are al-
lowed to return to work.”
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100 kompaun dikeluarkan
ingkar PKPB di Selangor

KUALA SELA-
NGOR - Polis Sela-
ngor mengeluarkan
sebanyak 100 kompaun
kerana ingkar Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan
Bersyarat (PKPB) di
negeri itu kelmarin.

Ketua Jabatan Siasa-
tan Jenayah (JSJ) Sela-
ngor, Datuk Fadzil Ah-
mat berkata, daripada
jumlah itu, sebanyak 59
kompaun dikeluarkan
terhadap individu yang
melakukan aktiviti me-
mancing beramai-ramai
di sebuah kolam pan-
cing ikan di Hulu Sela-
ngor.

Menurutnya, se-
banyak 14 kompaun
lagi dikeluarkan kepa-
da pengunjung yang
didapati ingkar PKPB
dengan berkumpul di
Pantai Remis, Jeram.

“Bagi kesalahan ber-
kaitan ziarah Aidilfitri
pula, sebanyak tujuh
kompaun dikeluarkan
terhadap tuan rumah
yang membenarkan ru-
mah mereka dijadikan
tempat menyambut Ai-
dilfitri,” katanya.

Beliau berkata de-
mikian pada sidangakh-
bar di pekarangan Ibu
Pejabat Polis Daerah
(IPD) Kuala Selangor,

FADZIL

di sini semalam.

Fadzil berkata, se-
banyak 20 kompaun
pula dikeluarkan polis
semasa menjalankan
sekatan jalan raya ter-
hadap individu cuba
merentas negeri.

Tegas beliau, pihak-
nya mempertingkatkan
pemantauan Ops Co-
vid-19 berikutan masih
ramai individu berdegil
dan ingkar arahan di-
keluarkan pihak berku-
asa.

Menurut beliau, pe-
mantauan meliputi 23
senarai aktiviti yang ti-
dak dibenarkan meliputi
beberapa aktiviti seperti
hiburan dan riadah, pe-
rayaan, perarakan dan
perhimpunan serta per-
sidangan, pameran dan
pendidikan.
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MPA)J HOTLINE

Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPA) ratepayers, who want to
lodge complaints during the move-
ment control order can call 1800-
22-8100.
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Water provider brings
festive cheer to two homes

AIR Selangor brought the joy of
Hari Raya Aidilfitri to orphans and
senior citizens of two homes,

The company’s staff visited
Rumah Penyayang Darul Ilmi in
Gombak and Rumah Jagaan &
Rawatan Orang Tua Al-Ikhlas in
Puchong.

Air Selangor’s representatives
donated baju raya, food, everyday
household items, hand sanitiser and
face masks.

They also provided a wheelchair
for the old folks’ home.

K
\ I y. ~1
P

The orphans and senior citizens
also received duit raya.

Rumah Penyayang Darul Ilmi
houses 55 children with 15 volun-
teers while Rumah Jagaan &
Rawatan Orang Tua Al-Ikhlas has
15 volunteers who look after the
needs of 43 senior citizens.

Both homes are self-funded.

In a statement, Air Selangor said
it hoped the donations would help
ease the homes’ burden and put
a smile on the residents’ faces
during the festive season.

An Air Selangor representative presenting a wheelchair to a Rumah
Jagaan & Rawatan Orang Tua Al-lkhlas staff in Puchong.
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FAIR DEAL SOUGHT

Landlords urged to grant
deferment of rental as many
businesses are facing a drop in
income due to Covid-19 >2

Feeling squeezed
from both sides

Tenants of commercial premises seek rental waiver

Battling

Covid-1 '9  :

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA and
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
metro@thestar.com.my

BUSINESSES may go bust unless
something is done to reduce their
overheads.

One of the largest bills they still
have to foot is rental even though
many are still unable to open due
to the movement control order
(MCO).

StarMetro interviewed a few
business owners who said they
were strugzling to cope and may
have to close shop for good unless
they receive some form of assis-
tance. All names below have been
changed to protect their identities.

Struggling to survive

Jay owns and operates a chil-
dren’s play space in a neighbour-
hood mall in Selangor.

His business had been greatly
affected from as early as February
because of the Covid-19 outbreak.

He claimed to have emailed the
mall management twice seeking to
reduce his monthly rental of
RM22,000.

Jay said he never received a
response but when he highlighted
his plight on social media, he
claimed to have been targeted by
the mall's management.

“I provided a livelihood to about
20 workers during my four years
at the mall but business took a dip
because of Covid-19.

“Instead of reducing the rent, the
mall continued to send me rental
invoices, including late payment
charges.”

Jay claimed that the mall man-
agement had been selective over
who deserved a rental discount.

He has not been able to secure
any governument assistance and
may have to file for bankruptcy,

“I was told to pay until my ten-
ancy agreement ends in 2021,” said
Jay, adding that small and medium
enterprises were in need of a bail-
out to pay their rental.

Emanual, who operated from a
shoplot in Petaling Jaya, had not
paid rent for two months.

“I received a legal notice asking
me to vacate during the MCO. 1
had always paid my rental on time
over the last five years.

“The MCO has put tenants like
me in a difficult position,” said
Emanual, adding that he had since
moved out and relocated to a place
with cheaper rental.

Some tenants of shopping centres operated by Sunway Malls have been

given a full waiver on rental.

“Many businesses will have to
close down or relocate to survive,”
he said.

Wong, who operates a tuition
centre in Segambut, said he had to
“threaten” to move out before the
landlord would even consider
reducing the rent during MCO.

“I have been here for almost 18
years. | pay RM600 monthly for my
unit.

“But because of the MCO, the
centre was closed. The landlord
insisted that I pay the full amount.

“It was only when I said I
would have to move out that he
e\rﬁintually reduced it by 50%,” he
sald.

Meanwhile, Ruby, was shocked
to receive a letter from the build-
ing that her comp
would have to pay the full rental
for April even though none of the
offices in her building were
allowed to operate.

“We were also asked to pay 50%
of the parking fees. | am paying
RM1,800 per month for rent and
RM180 for parking,” said Ruby,

shopping centre in Kuala Lumpur,
felt it was unfair for the manage-
ment ask them to pay the service
charge in full during the MCO.

Keneth, who operates a F&R out-
let, said while shops that were
closed during the first phase of
MCO were exempted from paying
rent and service charge, this
changed during the conditional
MCO.

“For April, the rental was waived
but we were still charged the full
service charge even though most of
the mall was closed.”

“Since May 4, when the condi-
tional MCO kicked in, we received
a 30% reduction but still had to
pay the full service charge, which
is not fair,” he said.

Sympathetic landlords

However, some landlords like
Sunway Malls have been proactive
in helping out struggling tenants.

Sunway Malls & Theme Parks
chief executive officer HC Chan
said during phase one of the MCO,

adding that the
should have been more under-
standing.

Meanwhile, Keneth, a tenant in a

sunway Malls gave a full waiver
on rent to non-essential as well as
F&B operators.

“Only essential services were

but landlords say they too have costs to bear

Instead of reducing
the rent, the mall sent
me rental invoices,
including late
payment charges.

Jay

excluded from the rental waiver.

“We have extended the option of
flexi-hours to non-essential as well
as F&B operators post-MCO,

“They can choose to operate at a
minimum eight hours per day
compared to 12 so that they can
manage their wages and utilities
better,” he said.

A representative from Wisma
MCIS in Petaling Jaya, said
although no discount was given on
rent, tenants were allowed to defer
their payment for April, May and
June.

“We are unable to give discounts
as we have our own commitments,
including bank loans,” he said,
adding that there were about 40
tenants in the building.

He said even before the MCO,
there were some tenants who had
not paid their rent for the past two
months.

“We still have to pay salaries for
10 building staff, and ensure that
we do not neglect payments to con-
tractors and cleaning services,” he
explained.

Federation of Malaysian
Consumer Associations chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Dr Paul Selvaraj
said many tenants may have to
break their tenancy agreement
because business had been so had
due to the MCO,

“There needs to be legislation in
place to safeguard both the land-
lord and tenants.

“Itis time the government
formed an independent body to be
the intermediary between tenants
and building owners in relation to
rental,” he added.
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Businesses
which provide
services are
among the most
impacted by
the movement
control order
and in need of
relief. — YAP

8 CHEE HONG/
The Star
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MARKET MATTERS

> The Raja Bot wet market in
Chow Kit Kuala Lumpur will
remain closed until the Health
Ministry gives clearance for it to
reopen.

> Klang Pasar Besar Meru's
Wholesale and Daily Market at
Jalan Meru, Selangor, will be
closed for sanitisation works on
June 1 and June 8, while PKNS
shoplots at Jalan Pasar Besar Baru
1 to 3 will be closed on May 30
and June 4. As for the
Pandamaran wet market, it will be
closed on May 28 and June 2,
while the Port Klang wet market
will be closed on May 27 and June
3. In Kapar, the market will be
closed on May 29 and June 5.

> Pasar Awam Kajang in Selangor
remains closed indefinitely after
several market traders and work-
ers tested positive for Covid-19.
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BLOOD DONATION

> MC Mall will hold a blood dona-
tion drive to support the National
Blood Bank at Level 1, Nucleus
Hall, BMC Mall, Cheras, Kuala
Lumpur from May 26 until 31,
10am to 3pm.

> Persatuan Soka Gakkai Malaysia
is holding a blood donation drive
on June 7 from 9am to 3pm at
SGM Selangor, Culture Centre, Lot
23686, Jalan Selampit 29, Taman
Klang Jaya, Selangor. Donors must
be between 18 and 60. For details,
call Yap at 019-221 9118.
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Challenges of motherh

BY CINDILOO
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Having a baby has
always been perceived as a happy
occasion. Hence, the phrase “bundle
of joy” when there is a new addition
to the family.

However, it may not always be so
for some mothers. More often than
not, she ends up being solely
responsible for attending to the
baby’s needs.

For new mothers, it is a learning
process which can be a challenge
that is overwhelming. Very quickly,
the reality that it is not all cooing and
toothless smiles sinks in - mood
swings and anxiety caused by lack of
sleep kicks in, bringing with them a
sense of guilt. But many do not know
how to seek help.

Mothers  who experience
symptoms that are more intense and
longer lasting may have a condition
known as post-partum depression
(PPD), according to consultant
psychologist at SOLS Health, Dr
Leoniek Kroneman.

SOLS Health is a community-
based mental health centre that
connects children, adults, families
and communities to accessible and
affordable mental health services
with an emphasis on combating the
stigma of mental health.

PPD is a depressive state that

One out of every seven women suffers
from post-partem depression and many cases
goundetected and untreated: Expert

MATERNAL mental health issues affect one in 10 women during

pregnancy and one in eight women after childbirth, according to the

World Health Organisation statistics. May 2020 has been declared the

Global Maternal Mental Health Month to raise awareness on the

prevalence of pre and post-natal mental health issues around the world.
SOLS Health, in collaboration with Institut Wanita Berdaya (IWB)

Selangor, is studying post-partum depression among women in

Selangor and invites all women in the state and of child-bearing age to

complete a survey on their thoughts about maternal mental health at

the following links. For more information, visit

https://www.facebook.com/SOLShealth.

© English version: https://forms.gle/vJTskDomWnMngk3p8

© Tamil version: https://forms.gle/vcPgQbbetyP8oZh7A

© BM version: https://forms.gle/BAAEgeRv3p60K8KK8

© Chinese version: https://forms.gle/rqYSVDXXErJ6Nm5d9

happens in the first few weeks to six
months after childbirth,” Kroneman
told theSun.

“It is also alarmingly common -
one in seven women in Malaysia
suffers from it but most go
undetected and untreated.”

Researcher Lim Su Lin, who
assists Kroneman in a research study
on detection and treatment of PPD
in Selangor, said with timely

intervention in the form of therapy,
there is a good chance of recovery.
“The main aim is to provide the

Selangor government with
actionable and female-centric
recommendations on how to

enhance the detection process and
to link them with appropriate mental
healthcare services, Lim told
theSun.

“Our study involves interviews

Page 1 of 1

ood

with women patients and focus
group discussions. We hope to
enable these women to share their
experience and insights and to get
them to participate in efforts to
improve the healthcare system,” she
added.

Kroneman said the factors that
cause PPD are biological, social or
psychological.

“PPD occurs because of a drop in
reproductive hormones. Research
shows some women are more
susceptible than others. Other
causes include lack of support from
family and social isolation with the
baby,” she said.

Common symptoms of PPD are
insomnia, irritability, anxiety and
lack of appetite.

Another part of the SOLS Health
research seeks to understand the
mothers’ knowledge about PPD and
to spread awareness about maternal
and mental health.

“We want to empower mothers to
address their problems and seek
help rather than avoid it out of guilt
or shame. With professional help,
PPD can be treated,” Lim said.

She hopes the results from the
study would spur state legislators
and healthcare policy-makers to
address the issue on multiple levels,
and improve awareness of the
condition and accessibility to
remedial services.
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Temple wedding probe: Cops take statements

PETALING JAYA: Police have recorded the
statements of 33 people, including the
chairman of a Hindu temple in Serdang, over
a probe into a wedding that was conducted at
its premises on Sunday in violation of the
conditional movement control order
(CMCO).

Selangor police CID chief SAC Datuk

Fadzil Ahmat said yesterday that among
others who were quizzed were witnesses
present at the wedding.

He said investigations are ongoing and the
findings will be handed to the Attorney-
General’s Chambers for further action on
completion of the probe.

The Hindu wedding ceremony came to

light after a video of people gathering for the
event went viral on social media last week
leading police to conduct a probe.

Senior Minister of Defence Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob was reported to have said
that action will be taken against those
responsible for holding the wedding as the
CMCO prohibited such activities.
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